Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LONDON 01834 051602Z 

41 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 EB-07 CAB-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO 

DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 FAA-00 SS-15 SP-02 L-03 

H-02 NSC-05 /059W 

065710 

P R 051555Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8747 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS LONDON 01834 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR.UK, FR 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR - CONCORDE - REACTION TO COLEMAN 
DECISION 

1 . AS EXPECTED. NEWS OF SECRETARY COLEMAN'S CONCORDE 
DECISION WAS HEADLINED IN ALL MAJOR BRITISH NEWSPAPERS 
FEB. 5 AND HAS OROVIDED LEAD STORY ON TELEVISION AND 
RADIO NEWS PROGRAMS. MEDIA REACTION TO DECISION HAS 
BEEN ONE OF ELATION TEMPERED ONLY BY REALIZATION, FOR 
MOST PART OBJECTIVELY REPORTED, THAT CONCORDE STILL 
FACES THREAT OF COURT INJUNCTION, CONGRESSIONAL ACTION 
AND/OR DISAPPROVAL BY PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND 
NEW JERSEY. 

2. EDITORIAL COMMENT RANGED FROM SOBER RESTRAINT OF 
DAILY TELEGRAPH ( "MR. COLEMAN HAS BEEN REASONABLY FAIR 
TO CONCORDE.") TO NEAR JUBILATION. THE GUARDIAN SAID 
COLEMAN "TRANSFORMED THE WHOLE FUTURE POTENTIAL OF THE 
AIRCRAFT BY A DECISION OF ENTIRELY UNEXPECTED BOLDNESS." 
THE DAILY MAIL REFLECTED VIEWS OF SEVERAL PAPERS: 

"THIS BREAKTHPOUGH IS NOT ONLY CRUCIAL FOR THE PLANE- 
MAKERS IN BRITAIN AND FRANCE. A DECISION THE OTHER WAY 
WOULD HAVE SOURED EUROPE'S RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. FOR 
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IN THE BUD. AND HIS MATURE AND GENEROUS APPROACH HAS 
TAKEN THE POLITICAL EXPLOSIVENESS OUT OF THE ISSUE AND 
LEFT IT TO THE PASSENGERS TO VOTE WITH THEIR POCKET- 
BOOKS." 

3. OFFICIAL BRITISH REACTION HAS BEEN RESTRAINED. 

OBVIOUSLY UK OFFICIALS FELT THEY COULD NOT AFFORD TO 
APPEAR TO BE GETTING FROM A DECISION ANY MORE THAN THEY 
JUSTLY DESERVED AND EXPECTED. 

TRADE SECRETARY PETER SHORE STATED: "WE 
WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE THAT CONCORDE 
CAN OPERATE WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE EFFECT ON THE 
ENVIRONMENT." AS DISTINGUISHED FROM OFFICIAL REACTION, 
HOWEVER, UNOFDICIAL REACTION IN WHITEHALL BEST DESCRIBED 
AS ONE OF "LOW-KEY DELIGHT" OVER DECISION. 

4. SECRETARY COLEMAN CAME IN FOR CONSIDERABLE PERSONAL 
PRAISE FROM MEDIA FOR OBJECTIVITY, FAIRNESS AND COURAGE 
OF HIS DECISION. THE FINANCIAL TIMES EXPRESSED THE VIEW 
OF MANY, NOT ONLY IN THE PRESS BUT ALSO IN UKG WHEN IT 
WROTE "BUT EVEN MORE IMPRESSIVE IS THE LUCIDITY AND 
ELOQUENCE, AND PERHAPS ABOVE ALL FAIRNESS WITH WHICH HE 
SYNTHESIZED ENDLESS COMPLEX AND CONTRADICTORY ARGUMENTS" 
IN ARRIVING CONCORDE DECISION. 

SPIERS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AVIATION AGREEMENTS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, CONCORDE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LONDON01834 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760044-0380 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760279/aaaacrsq.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: blochdO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15 JUN 2004 by BrownAM>; APPROVED <06 DEC 2004 by blochd0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CIVAIR - CONCORDE - REACTION TO COLEMAN DECISION 
TAGS: EAIR, UK, FR, US, (COLEMAN, WILLIAM T) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



